Skarda, Susan 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


Sheer, Linda 

Monday. December 14. 1998 10 29 AM 
Donahue, Lauri 
Jacobsen. Ken 

RE; Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 


NO. That’s not what I’m saying. 




systems won’t work without the 
most of the more expensive 
(within limitations) to their own 


feet IS that people misuse equipment all the times The^purpLe oAhe AGC^frci^ts ^ '* The 

Copy guard relies on the AGC circuits to work and shuttmo^those c rcurtfSf ™ possible to record video, 

taking away a portion of the VCR that the copy ouard system ® them to manual has the effect of 

ADDED to the equipment but existed firsi wlTwoTk Xlf ?hi°AGc"^'®' 


Original 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Message 

Donahue, Lauri 

Monday, December 14. 1998 10:06 AM 
Sheer. Linda 

RE; Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 


So IS what you’re saying that this 
copies? 


IS a legitimate device that has the secondary purpose of being 


used to make illicit 


L 


— Original Message- 


Sheer. Linda 
u . Friday. December 1 1 . 1 998 1 ;20 PM 

snki..?,"® ‘-auri. Jacobsen. Ken: Hirsch. Ric: Litvack. Mark 
ubject. RE. Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 

Lauri, 

Yes the AGC is legitimate and important part of the VCR. 

For a short and not too technical explanation (I hope). 

40 IRE. The color burst (which sioLTs the counts.) Video sync is recorded from 0 to - 

IRE. All Of this is imSo^riaSJd^vl^irS^eV'ft fo?e) [n“s?r?ew m.Sei" '2° 

ranges^fror^Sk (T5)^S?tr(100^ and Kt^^ 

exceeds^-Ao'lRE Ihe^AGC^^^ fl®®fh''' '''^®° exceeds 100 IRE or the sync 

If the levels are to low the AGC raises the levels to \hrcorrTc?K ‘^® 

towe^r fee^2vel^y®S)"umts° ‘'5° ‘^®'®bV causing the AGC circuit to 

not in playback Also the AGC lower*? the « nnfi ^ 'rnportant to note that the AGC works in record only and 

sync by 25 unrts \^en the svr^cTs oie^^^^^ ’S'"®'! 1^® P®®" '''P®° '®''Sl by 25 units and the 

40 IRE -25 IRE leaS the svne at i r?rp Vhi ®®s® shortened by the 25 units, you have the situation of 

have two Similar portions of the video^ to fesnnnH ^Vh “'® wiH 

burs. »hlch IS a. -20 IRE This is ^ 

very dark scene^or d^eifl'Jery Ibht scen^Manuaj'fri '* ^wro.'' rou can tighten a 

VCR'S do no, nave controls tbaraSSSeSt StrStV aale' ed 
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from about 80 IffI to l!ofRE°deSn?otl^boi» ""''s 

Linda 


— Original 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 


Message — 

Donahue, Lauri 

Friday, December 11.1 998 1 1 ;59 AM 

Dc^^' ^•''sch. Ric; Litvack, Mark 

Kb. Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1 998 


Linda - 


wHi nnt "many of the VCR’s can be set to manual AGC (automatic gain control) and 

the copy guard.... it will be easy to buy those VCR’s and set all the switches to bv- 
pass which in-effect makes the copy guard non-existent." ^ 

Does the AGC have any legitimate purposed 

Lauri 


— uriginal Message — 

Sheer. Linda 

Friday, December 11 1 998 1 1 ;35 AM 

Subiecf ‘-auri; Hirsch. Ric: Litvack. Mark 

ouDject. RE. Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 

Ken, 

nof know'L^sl havi' ® 9®* manufactures and distributors. Some I do 

Mithf ,f *^® ®'®ctronic project magazines have circuit plan's for these devices I susoect if 
found ® ^ thVs fnforSn iould^b? 

I will break the list down into the following main categories. 

no/legitimate” uses, such as the RXII type devices. These were orioinallv sold as 

most popular when copy guard systems interacted with the older W's ^At oresent 

ost of these devices carry a warning which often reads as follows' “ (the device namp\ iq^ 

d. Sl‘° for Pnvate hornruse orlly Use of thlTdUlce to 

uphcate copyrighted video tapes may be against certain federal and state copyright laws." 

RA^IO^SHACK^nd^^^ ®if ^t’® Correctors, enhancers and processors sold at 

u other do-it-yourself electronics companies These devices don’t reaiiv Ho 

fnto V ''"^®°. ‘"® ® ‘^‘^® ®P‘t'"9 system but are sold as such Most people ,u^^ Stfem 
into the video system, set all the controls to high and let it take out the coJrguard ® 

vidIn®hf.«Mw«lf«ffK^ editing equipment which has legitimate uses for the want-to-be home 

co?v ouart^rin "Iddld^^^^^^^ *° ®^f®^ ®°'^® ®^®"9®s in the video and will take out the 

rY^.« added benefit . If you set all the controls to “unity” VI vou aet an exact rnnu 

CJiSl ^^® differently you will get an edited version Se '^ 


includelhe rime ‘^®'"9 ^o^nd in the pirate market. These 

in Time Base Corfector^ ani ®''® ®° as separate units, the high end VCR’s with built 

becommo^'state oMhTlrt'^V h! equipment. These are rapidly 

teoislation ai ^ H ^^® ®.[9e'’ P'rate labs. (I do not think these will be covered by the 

videos that ultimatPiu ^ ^*1®'^ by the professional industry and are intended to produce the 

dSs /nd hP r P ®® J^® Professional production. I will get the name of several 

Sfd be 7 function but to try and make a list of the names and manufactures 

ould be the product list of any of the companies such as STEADY SYSTEMS. ) 

One very important note that seems to be overlooked by people is that the TBC’s can be set to 
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correct the vertical interval for the width of the hammer head only and as a result will leave the 
copy guard intact. Several of the non-professional devices also leave the copy guard intact and 
therefor fit into a slightly different category than the devices that are intended to defeat or remove 
the signal. 

On an additional point: many of the VCR’s can be set to manual AGC (automatic gain control) 
and will not react to the copy guard. Because there's nothing worse then a tech with three minutes 
of law training (read my name here)! was wondering if a VCR with an AGC by-pass switch would 
also fall into the category of a device used for "circumvention of copyright protections systems". I 
realize that this may not be the intent of the legislation but It is still something to keep In mind as It 
will be easy to buy those VCR’s and set all the switches to by-pass which In-effect makes the 
copy guard non-existent. 

Linda 


— Original Message — 

From: Jacobsen, Ken 

Sent: Friday, December 11, 1998 10:11 AM 

To: ^ Donahue, Lauri; Sheer, Linda; Hirsch, RIc; Litvack, Mark 

Subject: RE: Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 

I don't think this information will-be useful in the beta test. 

Ken 

Original Message 

From: Donahue. Lauri 

Sent: Friday, December 11, 1998 10:02 AM 

To: Jacobsen. Ken; Sheer, Linda; Hirsch. Ric; Litvack, Mark 

Subject: RE: Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 


Can we get this info In time to add it to the search on the eBay beta test? And is this 
something we would want to do? (We would need the Info by sometime around the end 
of next week.) 

Lauri 

— Original Message — 

From: Jacobsen, Ken 

Sent: Friday, December 11, 1998 9:59 AM 

To: Sheer, Linda; Hirsch, Ric; Litvack, Mark; Donahue, Lauri; Jacobsen, 

Ken 

Subject: Digital Millennium Copyright Act of 1998 


Linda, 

The new DMCA contains provisions which make devices used for "circumvention of 
copyright protections systems" unlawful under certain circumstances. We need to 
compile a list of those devices of which we are already aware that are used to defeat 
protection technology. Can you prepare such a list? Include the name of the device, 
what it does, the manufactuer if known, who sells it (if known), whether or not the device 
has any legitimate purpose and If so what that purpose Is. I need this soon. Thanks, 

Ken 
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